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June 25, 2024 

 

Ms. Kristina W. Hall, Chief 

Regulatory Division 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

4155 Clay Street 

Vicksburg, MS 39183-3435 

(Kristina.W.HALL@usace.army.mil) 

 

RE:  401 Water Quality Certification MVK-2019-271 

Re-Issuance of USACE Programmatic General Permit 60 

 

Dear Ms. Hall, 

 

The Division of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has completed the review of Programmatic General Permit 60. 

The permit will authorize the construction of shoreline stabilization/retaining walls, boat ramps, 

dredging/excavation/cut-in boat ramps, and swim areas. These activities are to take place in Lakes Catherine 

and Lake Hamilton, Garland and Hot Springs Counties, Arkansas within the regulatory jurisdiction of the 

United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Vicksburg District. The dredge material is to be deposited 

in upland areas.  

 

DEQ has determined that there is a reasonable assurance that these activities will be conducted in a manner 

which, according to the Arkansas Pollution Control and Ecology Commission’s (APC&EC) Rule 2, will 

comply with applicable water quality requirements. Pursuant to §401 of the Clean Water Act, DEQ hereby 

issues a water quality certification for the activities included in the USACE Programmatic General Permit 60. 

The following conditions shall be applicable: 

 

1) An individual water quality certification request must be submitted to DEQ for activities that may 

impact Extraordinary Resource Waters, Ecologically Sensitive Waterbodies, and Natural Scenic 

Waterways as identified in APC&EC Rule 2, Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State 

of Arkansas. In order to determine compliance with the standards set forth in APC&EC Rule 2.203 for 

these waters, projects covered under this permit on these waters shall be reviewed by DEQ. 

2) In accordance with APC&EC Rule 2.305, the applicant shall obtain a Short Term Activity 

Authorization (STAA) when performing work in the wetted area of waters of the state as defined by 

Arkansas Code Annotated (A.C.A.) §8-4-102. Activities approved under a STAA are subject to the 

provisions that no permanent or long-term impairment of beneficial uses is likely to result from such 

activity. More information can be obtained by visiting  

https://www.adeq.state.ar.us/water/planning/instream/ or https://eportal.adeq.state.ar.us/ 

3) The applicant shall implement all practicable best management practices (BMPs) and provide and 

maintain natural buffers with native vegetation, except where unfeasible or unavailable, to avoid 

excessive impacts of pollutants to waters of the state, 40 CFR §122.26(c).  

https://www.adeq.state.ar.us/water/planning/instream/
https://eportal.adeq.state.ar.us/


 

4) The applicant will take all reasonable measures to prevent the spillage or leakage of any chemicals, oil, 

grease, gasoline, diesel, or other fuels. In the unlikely event such spillage or leakage occurs, the 

applicant must contact DEQ immediately.  

5) The applicant shall limit construction to low flow periods as much as possible to minimize adverse 

effects on water quality and aquatic life.  

6) If the accumulative area of land to be utilized for upland deposition of dredge material is equal to or 

greater than one (1) acre and less than five (5) acres, the applicant shall comply with the requirements 

in Rule 6.203 for stormwater discharge associated with a small construction site, as defined in 

APC&EC Rule 6. If the construction will disturb five (5) acres or more, the applicant shall comply 

with the terms of the Stormwater Construction General Permit, Number ARR150000 prior to the start 

of construction. BMPs must be implemented regardless of the size of the disturbance. More information 

can be obtained by contacting the NPDES Stormwater Section of DEQ at (501) 683-0962. 

7) To the extent practicable, the project construction activities shall include BMPs selected to preserve 

the existing native species and include re-planting and re-establishment of native vegetative features if 

disturbed. 

 

In issuing this certification, DEQ does not assume any liability for the following: 

A. Damages to the proposed project, or uses thereof, as a result of other permitted or unpermitted activities 

or from natural causes. 

B. Damages to persons, property, or to other permitted or unpermitted activities or structures  caused by 

the activity specified in this certification. 

C. Design or construction deficiencies associated with this proposed project. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Jim Wise (jim.wise@arkansas.gov) (501-682-0663) or other 

DEQ Office of Water Quality staff. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Joe Martin 

Interim Deputy Associate Director, Office of Water Quality 

 

cc: Daniel Bagby, EPA  

 Chris Davidson, USFWS  

 Jennifer Sheehan, AGFC  
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